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Climate Deliberations and Opportunities
COP24 deliberations are going on and we will wait for the outcomes. IPCC had already alerted the world that NDCs as per Paris
Agreement, even if achieved, are not enough to avert the impending climate disaster. The report had vehemently advocated
more immediate, stringent and binding measures to keep the target of limiting the rise of global average temperature above
pre-industrial levels to 1.5-degree Celsius. IPCC had estimated that even if countries adhere to the Paris commitments, the
temperature is likely to rise 3 degree C by the turn of the century. Hence IPCC had urged for transformative policies and
implementation of them on a war footing. This will require multipronged strategies and measures covering decarbonising
energy supplies, electrification of transport, fuel switching, energy efficiency, change in land use and, of course, life styles.
Considering the need to limit the temperature rise to 1.5-degree, IPCC had done extensive scenario constructions with various
combinations of supply side and demand side interventions. Among those, the Low Energy Demand Pathways suggest
increasing the share of Renewable Energy electricity to 60% by 2030 and to 77% by 2050. It also pegs reduction in energy
consumption by 2030 in the buildings sector at 30% and the industrial sector at 42%. The share of electricity in transportation
by 2030 is projected at 21%.
These measures offer challenges and opportunities for energy professionals working either on supply side or on demand side.
The challenges are in the forms of disruptions in high carbon assets and industries which may lead to dislocation in
employment or re-skilling in different technologies. The urgency and unprecedented scale of transformation required poses
the need for innovation and research mindedness in contrast to the conventional approach.
The opportunities are obvious. It is learned that over half of the fortune 100 companies have set for themselves climate
targets. A clear corollary to this is that others will follow suit soon along with their less illustrious counter parts in the
economy. It is hoped that COP24 will evolve more stringent and binding targets for nations, and which in turn will translate to
targets for industries and companies. This will trigger actions in energy domain such as science-based targets, supply chain
evaluation, collaborative working by way of circular economy and proactive engagement with environmental policy. In short,
for an alert, proactive energy professional, the role is cut out to contribute to a great cause and flourish professionally.
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SEEM Student chapter inauguration
at PSNA college of Engineering and
Technology, Tamil Nadu
SEEM proposes to initiate a Student Chapter at PSNA college of Engineering and
Technology, Tamil Nadu in January 2019 to equip students to grab and make best
use of opportunities in the energy sector. The inauguration date will be announced
on SEEM website www.seemindia.org
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Dissemination workshop on energy-efficient
motors, pumps and distribution transformers on
15th Nov 2018 at Mysuru
A dissemination workshop on
energy-efficient motors, pumps
and distribution transformers
was organised by Karnataka
Renewable Energy Development
Ltd., SDA of Karnataka. SEEM
was requested to make a
presentation on Energy Efficiency
Financing. Mr. Mathews Vincent
from Karnataka State Chapter
made the presentation. He
explained various aspects of
financing options available and
explained
the
forthcoming
scheme initiated by SEEM jointly
with Axis Bank (confirm bank
name) to support SMEs across
the country to take the energy
efficiency route.

Mr. Mathews Vincent from Karnataka State Chapter making presentation on
Energy Efficiency Financing at the programme co-organised by SEEM with KREDL

Major U.S. utility Xcel Energy says it will be carbon-free by 2050
New Delhi: Xcel Energy Inc, one of the largest U.S. utilities, on Tuesday unveiled plans to accelerate its carbon reduction goals, saying it will deliver only
carbon-free electricity to customers by 2050.
The Minneapolis-based company said it will cut carbon emissions by 80 percent from 2005 levels by 2030, up from a previous target of 60 percent. The
company has already slashed those emissions by 35 percent, it said in a statement.
"We're accelerating our carbon reduction goals because we're encouraged by advances in technology, motivated by customers who are asking for it
and committed to working with partners to make it happen," Xcel Chief Executive Ben Fowke said in a statement.
Xcel serves millions of customers in eight Western and Midwestern U.S. states.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/major-u-s-utility-xcel-energy-says-it-will-be-carbon-free-by-2050/66947334
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Tamil Nadu asked to identify sites for wind and solar
power projects

Power cuts hit South
Africa, hurting economy

Chennai: Union ministry of renewable power has asked Tamil Nadu
and other states to identify locations where solar and wind power
projects could be set up. Once the survey is completed, the ministry
will fix tariff for solar and wind power based on the areas which have
better solar power irradiation, transmission facility etc., said Union
MNRE secretary Anand Kumar. He was speaking at a CII conference on
green power.

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa's troubled power utility has
been implementing a series of power cuts nationwide,
intensifying concern about attempts to spur growth in one
of Africa's biggest economies.

Before the secretary, CII RE council chairman Ramesh Kymal raised several issues faced by the wind and solar power
companies. One of the main issues was the tariff which has been falling each year. “In several states, the bids for
renewable power have been cancelled due to issues such as lower tariff, land availability and transmission problems. We
want the ministry to look into these issues and solve it,” said Kymal.
The secretary said the tariff of renewable power in India is competitive globally. “We cannot say just due to lower tariff
it is not possible to commission a solar or wind project. For example, a solar company which won a bid at Rs 2.44 has
commissioned the project successfully,” said the official.

Eskom attributes the rotational cuts, known as
"loadshedding," to breakdowns at power generation
plants and says teams are working to restore service.
The debt-laden utility, which provides most of South
Africa's electricity, is at the center of efforts by President
Cyril Ramaphosa to rid state-owned enterprises of
corruption and mismanagement after the scandal-tainted
tenure of predecessor Jacob Zuma.
South Africans also experienced major blackouts in 2008
and 2014.

He accepted that there are some states which are delaying in allocating land. “We have found that there are some
states which are not ready to make land available but the ministry is working on this issue. We are also looking at the
GST rate,” he said.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/tamil-nadu-asked-to-identify-sites-for-wind-and-solar-powerprojects/66946954

MNRE tells lenders to favour BIS-compliant solar
projects
New Delhi: The ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE) has asked lending institutions to give preference to
Indian standards to ensure quality while financing solar power projects, having noted that the current procedure
favours Chinese suppliers at the cost of Indian players.
Contd. on the next page…

Source:
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/powercuts-hit-south-africa-hurting-economy/66938480
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“We are hopeful of meeting the target of having 173 GW capacity of
renewable power by 2022. As of now, 120 GW of renewable capacity
has been commissioned or is in the pipeline and the remaining 55 GW
will be completed by 2022 and we will even have more than 173 GW
by that year,” he said.

State-owned Eskom on Tuesday announced another day
of scheduled electricity cuts in what it said was "a measure
of last resort to protect the power system from a total
collapse or blackout."
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In a recent communication to the finance ministry, MNRE said lenders should prefer manufacturers complying with standards laid down
by the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) while financing solar projects, instead of following the Bloomberg Tier-I list, which mostly
includes foreign players, or large Indian manufacturers such as Tatas and Adani Solar.
“Even Chinese companies can have BIS certification. We are saying, don’t give preferential treatment to Chinese by following Bloomberg
Tier-I list, which mostly has foreign players and only a couple of Indian players,” an official told ET on condition of anonymity.
Last year, MNRE made it mandatory for manufacturers or sellers of PV modules in India to obtain BIS registration. Following several
extensions, the order will be effective January 1, 2019, the official quoted above said. Prior to implementation of BIS certification as a
compulsory requirement, there was no uniform means to ascertain quality of modules supplied in India, the ministry noted.
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/mnre-tells-lenders-to-favour-bis-compliant-solar-projects/66946879

New Delhi: Setting a precedent for other government and semi-government institutions to follow, a
solar power plant of 200kW was commission at the Nagpur bench of Bombay high court on Monday.
The plant was commissioned by chief minister Devendra Fadnavis in the presence of chief justice (CJ)
Naresh Patil, administrative judge Ravi Deshpande, guardian minister Chandrashekhar Bawankule,
High Court Bar Association (HCBA) president Anil Kilor and secretary Prafull Khubalkar.
A galaxy of past and present judges, senior lawyers and law students attended the event organized at
the main portion of HC building which was illuminated with new lighting system powered by the solar
plant.
Lauding HCBA’s initiative, Fadnavis announced that the entire HC building and bungalows of the
judges will be shifted to solar energy in a couple of months.
“This is the first project to be executed by active participation from the state and the judiciary. With
the help of District Mineral Council, justices Bhushan Gavai and Bhushan Dharmadhikari had shown
interest and laid its foundation stone,” Patil added.
Mr. Bawankule said the CM had cleared Rs 2 crore
for bringing judges’ bungalows and remaining part
of the HC building under solar energy for which they
would set up 100kW plant in two months.
“We’ve converted over six lakh farmers and one lakh
agriculture pumps on solar energy. Even the district
and sessions court here would soon be turned into
solar energy,” he said.
Source:https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/bombay-high-court-shifts-to-greenenergy/66929996

India to achieve key Paris climate
goals 10 years before deadline
New Delhi: India is likely to achieve its two Paris Agreement goals 10 years
before the 2030 deadline, according to US-based Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA).
IEEFA made this estimate ahead of India’s 2nd Biennial update report, which
would be released by the Indian government at COP24 at Katowice, Poland.
“For the first goal, IEEFA
predicts that installed nonfossil fuel capacity in India
will exceed 40 per cent by
end of 2019. And at the
current rate of 2 per cent
reduction per year
in emission intensity of its
gross
domestic
product
(GDP), India will likely achieve
33-35 per cent of emission intensity reduction targets a decade ahead of
target,” it said in a report.
By March 2019, IEEFA said, India’s thermal power capacity would be 226
gigawatt (GW) or 63 per cent of India’s total of 360 GW. It further said that
by the end of 2019 India’s non-fossil fuel capacity would exceed 40 per cent
for the first time.
Contd. on the next page…
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The Global Coal Plant Tracker report had said that in the first six months
of 2018, 26 GW of Indian coal-fired power plant proposals were shelved
or cancelled. According to IEEFA, this transformation was stark when one
considers that since 2010, India had seen a staggering 573 GW of coal
plant proposals canceled or shelved.
To enact the targets, the National Electricity Plan (NEP) 2018, established
a clear pathway for the country to well exceed the first target.
According to IEEFA, the NEP 2018, actually forecasts fossil fuel capacity
will decline from 218 GW or 67 per cent of 2017 installed capacity to 264
GW or just 43 per cent of total installed capacity by 2027.
Renewable energy (excluding large scale hydro power) is targeted at 275
GW by 2027, representing a fivefold expansion on March 2017
installations of 57 GW.
The research institute estimates that renewables alone would represent
44 per cent of installed system capacity by 2027, with hydro and nuclear
representing another 80 GW or 13 per cent of the 619 GW total.
IEEFA said that the devaluation of the rupee coupled with volatility in oil
prices during 2018 increased the country’s energy security concerns,
drawing attention to India’s excessive reliance on increasingly expensive
imported fossil fuels.

Uttarakhand: Pantnagar airport set for Rs 5
crore face-lift, to introduce green energy lights
RUDRAPUR:
After
the
Airports
Authority
of
India
(AAI)
announced
flights
between Pantnagar and Dehradun recently, the authorities concerned have also begun work to give the
airport at Pantnagar a swanky look.
Sources said that a private company from Delhi has been hired to upgrade the airport in the next three
months. It will have an upgraded terminal, the runway would be developed and an officers' colony
would also be built, the sources added. "Focus is on using conventional sources of energy to run the
airport," said SK Singh, director of Pantngar airport.
"Work for the Rs 5-crore project has commenced as the blueprint for developing the airport is being
prepared. It will also have all modern amenities for flyers," Singh said. Improved connectivity between
Dehradun and Pantnagar will not only attract more tourists but also lead to an increase in trade, the
official added.
The airport terminal, once developed, will have green energy lights, modern instrument landing system
and high precision lights. These mediums will be operated with the use of solar energy mostly.
"Expansion of the airport is also underway. Demarcation has been done and land is being acquired. A
team of specialists from Delhi and one from the state government with the help of specialists from GB
Pant University have visited the spot to complete the demarcation of land for expanding the airport. The
expansion project is slated to be completed within a year," said Singh.
Singh said he had also forwarded a proposal to the state government to start an express bus service
from the airport to Nainital.

“In addition, $10 billion worth of financial distress being experienced by
import coal-fired power plants at Mundra in Gujarat is further adding to
the country’s significant financial and political angst of late,” it said.
It said that economically, the past two years have seen renewable energy
tenders completed at prices consistently well below Rs 3/kWh, making
renewable energy clearly the low-cost source of new electricity
generation.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/coal/india-toachieve-key-paris-climate-goals-10-years-before-deadline/66918120

Source:
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/r
enewable/uttarakhand-pantnagar-airport-set-for-rs-5crore-face-lift-to-introduce-green-energylights/67023374
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By March 2019, IEEFA said, India’s thermal power capacity would be 226
gigawatt (GW) or 63 per cent of India’s total of 360 GW. It further said
that by the end of 2019 India’s non-fossil fuel capacity would exceed 40
per cent for the first time.
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