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MSME and NDC
The Paris Agreement and subsequent discussions in Conference of Parties mandate that countries have to file Biennial
Update Report (BUR) on the progress made by them in respect to the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)
committed by them. Accordingly, India’s BUR II was prepared and accepted by the cabinet late December.
Out of the total emissions, energy sector accounted for 73%, Industrial Processes and products (IPPU) 8%, agriculture
16% and waste sector 3%. About 12% of the emissions were offset by the carbon sink action of forestland, cropland
and settlements.
The figures put forth by the Technical Advisory Committee of Experts by and large suggest that we are on the way to
fulfill our commitments of NDC. While acknowledging this as a step in the right direction, It is too early to pat ourselves
and be complacent over these figures. There is the rider that we do have to exceed our NDC commitments by a good
margin and then only we can aim for significant decarbonization of the economy. Such an ambitious goal is essential
for achieving the lofty objective of securing energy security, accessibility and affordability to our still deprived brethren.
Energy efficiency is the key to achieving these targets, complementing the alternative energy programme the nation
has already embarked on. Our industrial sector offers immense scope in this direction, if the flagship programme PAT
(Perform, Achieve and Trade) of Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), the concerned arm of the Power Ministry, delivers
substantial gains in Negawatts in the large industry segment.
A similar attention is required in the case of Micro Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) of the industrial sector too. By
way of number, this sector accounts for 90% of the industrial units in India. And they account for 45% of the
manufacturing output and 8% of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). The sheer expanse in number and geography of this
sector makes it difficult to realize the penetration of various energy efficiency schemes in this sector. SEEM had been
contemplating to make its contribution in this sector, working in tandem with Government and non-Government
agencies. As the initial step, we collaborated with ISTSL, the technical arm of SIDBI, to sensitise these industries through
various seminars at different locations in the country. We are pursuing with these agencies and exploring how they can
leverage our reach and spread in different parts of the country through the expert members who are passionate energy
professionals. Hope our efforts to establish suitable pathways make meaningful interventions in this sector in the new
year.
Wishing all readers a happy prosperous and resource efficient year ahead!
G Krishnakumar
National General Secretary
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MSME Seminars
SEEM has already conducted seminars in different parts of the country jointly with ISTSL and YES Bank to promote
energy efficiency in MSME sector. SEEM General Secretary, Mr. G. Krishnakumar, RECENTLY called on Mr. K V
Kirankumar, Senior Technical Expert, ISTSL who oversees the MSME seminars.

Workshop on Energy Efficiency
Motors, Pumps and Distribution
Transformer

The workshop was organized in Mangalore on 4th January, 2019 on the theme
“Energy Efficiency Motors, Pumps and Distribution Transformer”. It was organized
by Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Ltd. (KREDL) in association with
International Copper Association India.
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The programme was inaugurated by Mr. P. B. Abdul Hameed, President of KCCI
(Kanara Chamber of Commerce and Industry), in the presence of Mr.Dinesh Kumar
of Karnataka Renewable Energy Development Ltd (KREDL), Mr. Venkatakrishna of
International Copper Association India and other distinguished members from the
industry.
Session I was marked by presentations by Mr. Venkatakrishna on global
policies, regulations and standards for motor efficiency, followed by
presentations by KREDL on energy efficiency measures and future roadmap
in the state of Karnataka and by Siemens, Bharath Bijlee and Grundfos on
energy efficient motors and pumps.
Session II was marked by presentations on National Motor Replacement
Policy of EESL by Mr. Gopinath, followed by the presentation on Energy
Efficiency Project Financing by Mr. Jayant Sinha, CEO, Ensource Consulting,
and SEEM member.
The workshop ended with a lively group discussion among the delegates
on various aspects of energy efficiency improvements and presentation of
case studies showing the policy directions and programmes in India in
general and in the state of Karnataka, in particular.
It was agreed by one and all that energy efficiency measures should be
given the highest priority to drive performance, optimize cost and mitigate
climate change.
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The workshop was attended by professionals from a cross section of Indian
industries, who are implementing or planning to implement energy management
and energy efficiency programmes in their organizations.
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Building Energy Efficiency Project (BEEP) is a bilateral cooperation project between the Ministry
of Power, Government of India, and the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) of the
Swiss Confederation. Started in 2011, the project’s central focus is to help India mainstream
Energy Efficient and Thermally Comfortable (EETC) building design for both commercial and
residential buildings. BEEP works with building industry, policy makers and building owners to
catalyze adoption of EETC building design and technologies
.
The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is the implementing agency of the programme on behalf
of the Ministry of Power while the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)
oversees the project on behalf of FDFA. BEEP organizes an annual camp for students to foster a
competent future generation of building design and building energy efficiency professionals in
India.
BEEP organized its first student camp in association with BEE India and CEPT University,
Ahmedabad from 16 -23 December 2018 at CEPT University. Thirty eight participants across
India, a mixture of students pursuing post-graduate studies in Architecture, Planning,
Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Energy Engineering, participated in this
camp.
Four members of the SEEM student chapter of Kerala University Of Fisheries and Ocean Studies
(Ainu Joy, AmalRaju, Jincy Jacob and Reedhu V) who are pursuing Dual Specialization MBA in
Energy Management and Finance/HR participated in this prestigious BEEP Camp.
The camp threw light into various aspects on building energy efficiency and how to apply them in the practical world. The BEEP Camp reinforced the fundamentals of building
energy efficiency, building physics, building envelop characteristics, thermal comfort, HVAC Systems, day-lighting and building performance indicators. There were various visits to
experiments at the Centre for Advanced Research in Building Science and Energy (CARBSE) lab in CEPT University and the Indian Institute of Public Health - Gandhinagar (IIPHG)
India’s first Public Health University. The BEEP camp also included development of soft skills that are essential for teams working on developing integrated designs.
The faculty pool consisted of academicians, researchers, professional architects and soft skill trainers from India and Switzerland. They included Mr. Ashok Lall (Principal Architect,
Ashok B. Lall Architects), Ms. Ulrike Passe (Associate Professor, Architect and Director of Center for Building Energy Research, Iowa State University and President, Society of Building
Science Educators), Prof. Rajan Rawal (Executive Director, Centre for Advanced Research in Building Science and Energy (CARBSE)), Mr. Pierre Jaboyedoff (Partner and Senior
Engineer, Effin'ArtSarl and Head, BEEP Project Management & Technical Unit (Switzerland)), Dr. Sameer Maithel (Director, Greentech Knowledge Solutions Pvt. Ltd.), Mr. Prashant
Bhanware (Principal Consultant, Greentech Knowledge Solutions Pvt. Ltd. and Member, BEEP Project Management & Technical Unit (India)), Dr. François Garde (Professor at the
Department of Sustainable Construction, Faculty of Engineering, ESIROI, University of Reunion Island), Dr. Yash Shukla (Technical Director (Energy Systems), Centre for Advanced
Research in Building Science and Energy (CARBSE)), Mr. Thomas Jusselme (Eco-design Engineer and Researcher), Mr. Ram Bhat (Founder, Options & Solutions), Mr. Gurneet Singh
(Director, Environmental Design Solutions), Mr. Ziaul Hoda(Human Capacity Development Expert) and Ms. Saswati Chetia(Sr. Programme Officer, Indo-Swiss Building Energy
Efficiency Project at Greentech Knowledge Solutions).
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SEEM Student Members Participate in Indo-Swiss Building Energy Efficiency Camp Ahmedabad
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BEE Refresher course for EA/EMs in Kerala
Good News for Kerala Based CEA/CEMs requiring to undergo mandatory refresher training by BEE. SEEM has been retained to coordinate the Refresher course of BEE for CEA/CEMs
in Kerala. BEE and their course conducting agency, Green Tree, have agreed to SEEM’s request to schedule the training sessions in Kerala and they have scheduled two sessions
in Kerala, with Kalamassery, Ernakulam as a venue. The 1st session of the course is scheduled on 19th & 20th January 2019 at State Institute of Technical Teachers' Training &
Research, Kalamassery,Ernakulam. The second session will be conducted on a nearby date which will be announced soon. The participants for both sessions have been selected. If
sufficient participants register, they may schedule a third session also. Interested participants may contact SEEM office at 0471-2557607 or e-mail to seemhq2011@gmail.com
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FRANKFURT: Renewables overtook coal as Germany's main source of energy for the first time last
year, accounting for just over 40 per cent of electricity production, research showed on Thursday.

Wind power was the biggest source of energy after domestically mined
brown coal power which accounted for 24.1 per cent.

The shift marks progress as Europe's biggest economy aims for renewables to provide 65 per cent
of its energy by 2030 in a costly transition as it abandons nuclear power by 2022 and is devising
plans for an orderly long-term exit from coal.

Coal plants run on
imported hard coal
contributed
75.7
TWh, or 13.9 per cent
of the total.

The research from the Fraunhofer organisation of applied science showed that output of solar,
wind, biomass and hydroelectric generation units rose 4.3 per cent last year to produce 219
terawatt hours (TWh) of electricity. That was out of a total national power production of 542 TWh
derived from both green and fossil fuels, of which coal burning accounted for 38 per cent.
Green energy's share of Germany's power production has risen from 38.2 per cent in 2017 and just
19.1 per cent in 2010.
Bruno Burger, author of the Fraunhofer study, said it was set to stay above 40 per cent this year.

Hydropower
only
accounted for 3.2 per
cent
of
power
production at 17
TWh, as extreme
summer heat dried
out rivers and was
accompanied by low

"We will not fall below the 40 per cent in 2019 because more renewable installations are being built
and weather patterns will not change that dramatically," he said.

rainfall. Biomass output contributed 8.3 per cent.

Green power sceptics say that output merely reflects favourable weather patterns and does not
prove the sector's contribution to secure energy supplies.

Gas-to-power plants accounted for 7.4 per cent of the total; nuclear energy
for 13.3 per cent; with the remainder coming from oil and waste burning.

Solar power increased by 16 per cent to 45.7 TWh due to a prolonged hot summer, while installed
capacity expanded by 3.2 gigawatts (GW) to 45.5 GW last year, according to the Fraunhofer data.

Germany was a net exporter of 45.6 TWh of power in 2018, mostly to the
Netherlands, while importing big volumes from France.

The wind power industry produced 111 TWh from combined onshore and offshore capacity of just
under 60 GW, constituting 20.4 per cent of total German power output.

Source:https:://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/renewab
les-overtake-coal-as-germanys-main-energy-source/67366815
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BSES discoms to source 200 MW wind
power at Rs 2.84 per unit for 25 years
New Delhi: Reliance Infrastructure-owned power discoms in Delhi today announced they
have signed an agreement with Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) for sourcing 100
Megawatt power each at a rate of Rs 2.84 per unit for the next 25 years.

First-of-its-kind tool to assess
potential of rooftop solar in Bengaluru
New Delhi: Center for Study of Science, Technology and Policy (CSTEP), a non-profit
think tank, is building a tool that can help identify most suitable rooftops to install
solar rooftop photovoltaic (RTPV) plants in Bengaluru.

The power is expected to be available to the discoms –BSES Yamuna (BYPL) and BSES
Rajdhani (BRPL) -- from 2020-21 for 25 years at Rs 2.84 per unit, including the trading
margin. The power will be procured though SECI, which will act as an intermediary procurer,
the company said in a statement.
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“Renewable energy is critical for sustainable growth and BSES is alive to it while ensuring
there is minimal burden on the consumers. This allocation of wind power is once again a
testament to our efforts,” a BSES spokesperson said.

From the existing agreement, 50 MW of wind power has already started flowing from October
2018 and additional 50 MW is expected to be available over the next couple of months. The
remaining power is expected to start flowing beginning November 2019.
The company said the
tariff under the latest
agreement is among the
lowest for wind power and
is substantially lower than
the average cost of longterm PPAs at around Rs 4.5
per unit. This agreement
will also help BSES discoms
fulfil
their
Renewable
Purchase
Obligations
(RPOs) and help increase
the share of renewables to
23 per cent of total
capacity by 2020-21.

CSTEP will help Bengaluru Electricity Supply Company (BESCOM) as a technology
partner by using the aerial Light Detection & Ranging (LiDAR) technology to
develop high-resolution three-dimensional maps of the city.
“This first-of-its-kind tool can accurately assess the potential of rooftop solar in
Bengaluru and the associated business case for all consumer categories,” CSTEP
said.
BESCOM aims to achieve a target of one gigawatt of solar RTPV capacity by 202122.
The research organisation said that the tool would be launched in 2019 and will be
made freely accessible by all BESCOM consumers to help them make investment
decisions. “These efforts are aimed at a larger objective of enabling adoption of an
integrated power-sector planning framework,” CSTEP said.
The think-tank is also engaging with the Bihar government to understand the
scalability of such an approach for strategic RTPV development.

Source:https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewab
le/bses-discoms-to-source-200-mw-wind-power-at-rs-2-84-per-unitSource: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/renewable/first-of-its-kindfor-25-years/67365791
tool-to-assess-potential-of-rooftop-solar-in-bengaluru/67365211
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The two companies had earlier signed agreements to procure 250 MW and 150 MW of wind
power respectively. The latest pact takes the total quantum of wind energy tied-up by the
discoms to 600 MW.
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21 new nuclear reactors are expected to be set up by 2031:
Department of Atomic Energy
New Delhi: The Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) informed Parliament on Thursday that 21 new nuclear power reactors with a total installed capacity of 15,700 MW are expected
to be set up in the country by 2031. It also informed Parliament that five sites -- which would have total 28 nuclear reactors -- have been accorded 'in principle' approval by the
central government.
Jitendra Singh, minister of state for personnel, public grievances and pensions and prime minister's office (PMO), told Rajya Sabha on Thursday through a written answer that "at
present, there are nine nuclear power reactors at various stages of construction" that are targeted for completion by 2024-25.
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In addition, 12 more nuclear power reactors have been accorded administrative approval and financial sanction by the government in June 2017," he added.
Singh handles the DAE, which comes under the PMO.
"Thus, 21 nuclear power reactors, with an installed capacity of 15,700 MW are under implementation, envisaged
for progressive completion by the year 2031," he added.

Each of the five states -- Haryana, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Tamil Nadu -- have been accorded
administrative approval and financial sanction to establish two nuclear reactors, Singh told Rajya Sabha.
Jaitapur in Maharashtra, Kovvada in Andhra Pradesh, Chhaya Mithi Virdi in Gujarat, Haripur in West Bengal and
Bhimpur in Madhya Pradesh are the five sites that have been accorded 'in principle' approval to establish
nuclear reactors, Singh stated.
In response to another question in Rajya Sabha, Singh stated that during 2014-15 and 2015-16, two nuclear
power plants -- Kudankulam units 1 and 2 -- were commissioned and commenced commercial operation.
"There are presently no proposals for accord of administrative approval and financial sanction of nuclear power projects pending with the government," he added.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/21-new-nuclear-reactors-are-expected-to-be-set-up-by-2031-department-of-atomic-energy/67375201

Power regulator orders revoking of Reliance Energy Trading’s licence
New Delhi: The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) has ordered revoking of power trading licence of Reliance Energy Trading Ltd (RETL), a subsidiary of Reliance
Infrastructure, part of the Anil Dhirubhai Ambani-owned Reliance Group.
The order was passed earlier this week on a petition filed by the company to surrender its trading license with effect from April 1, 2018.

Contd. on the next page…
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Gujarat, Rajasthan and Haryana each has two reactors under construction currently. Tamil Nadu has three
reactors under construction, according to Singh.
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The company had in June 2018 filed a petition with CERC arguing, “in view of stiff and tough competition, volatility and
uncertainty in power trading, the petitioner has not undertaken any trading activities for last 3 years. Looking at the future
business potential of trading, the petitioner is seeking to surrender its existing trading licence.”
The company had also asked the regulator for exemption from payment of annual fees for 2018-19 and the requirement
of publishing the notice about its application in two daily newspapers under regulation 17 of the trading license
regulations, which would add to its financial burden.
CERC heard the petition in July 2018 and directed the firm to pay license fee for 2018-19 along with surcharge and publish
a notice of its application as required under the regulations. The commission also directed the two power exchanges and
the national and regional load despatch centres to confirm that the company has not defaulted in payments.
RETL informed the commission in August it has paid Rs 3.12 lakh as license fee for the current fiscal year and has also
published notices regarding the surrender of its license. “Considering the request of the licensee, the Commission directs
that the licence granted to Reliance Energy Trading Limited be revoked with immediate effect,” CERC said in an order
passed on Monday.

The company says on its website Reliance Infrastructure has formed Reliance Energy Trading Private Ltd as a new company taking the opportunity created by the Electricity Act of
2003 which had recognized trading as an activity. The company was incorporated on July 17, 2003.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/21-new-nuclear-reactors-are-expected-to-be-set-up-by-2031-department-of-atomic-energy/67375201

Tariffs may drop by 3% as BEST, Tata Power tie up
New Delhi: BEST undertaking, which supplies electricity to 10.5 lakh consumers in the island city, on Wednesday sealed a five-year deal with Tata Power to procure cheaper, reliable
power, which will ensure your tariffs will drop by at least 3% from April 1.
A Tata Power spokesperson said, “MERC has allowed BEST to extend its power purchase agreement (PPA) with us for 677MW supplied from our Trombay thermal and hydro plants
from April 1, 2019, to March 31, 2024.”
MERC also allowed BEST to procure 100MW under the last bidding from Manikaran Power Ltd through its developer, Sai Wardha Power Generation Ltd, at a low rate of Rs 3.94 per
unit for five years. The rate is lower than the average at which power will be procured and also lower than shortterm power procurement rates of BEST, MERC observed. This could
ensure a further drop in tariffs.
Contd. on the next page…
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RETL was granted a Category IV trading license to trade in electricity in India in June 2004. The company changed its name in September 2004 from Reliance Energy Trading Private
Ltd to Reliance Energy Trading Ltd. Later, in August 2005, its license was upgraded to Category I. Exactly ten years later, in September 2015, the commission downgraded the
license to Category IV.
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BEST officials said they tried procuring power through competitive bidding more than a year back but were unable
to do so as the rates quoted were either “high” or there were “transmission constraints” from some bidders. “Now,
we have decided to go ahead with Tata for power purchase for five years and we expect the benefits of cheaper
power are passed on to consumers, who are already paying the lowest tariffs in Maharashtra.” The tariffs could
drop further in the coming years, the official claimed.
Soures said BEST will purchase power at a lower rate of Rs 4.63 per unit from Tata. At present, it charges
consumers (0-100 category) Rs 5.16 per unit and (101-300) Rs 7.96 per unit. High-end residential consumers,
whose consumption is more than 500 units, pay Rs 9.45 per unit in monthly billing.
Tata Power CEO and managing director Praveer Sinha said, “Tata Power is committed to supplying the most
reliable and competitive power meeting needs of BEST consumers, as always. The deal will ensure cheaper power
to city consumers with the added advantage of hydro peaking power at rates which are cheapest in the country.”

The company says on its website Reliance Infrastructure has formed Reliance Energy Trading Private Ltd as a new company taking the opportunity created by the Electricity Act of
2003 which had recognized trading as an activity. The company was incorporated on July 17, 2003.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/tariffs-may-drop-by-3-as-best-tata-power-tie-up/67358624

India-France making 'satisfactory progress' on nuclear pact: Govt.
NEW DELHI: India and France have made "satisfactory progress" on an agreement to develop six reactors of a 10,000 MW nuclear power plant project in Maharashtra, the
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) told the Parliament on Thursday.
The Industrial Way Forward Agreement was signed between the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL), which comes under the DAE, and the Electricite de France (EDF) on
March 10 last year for the "implementation" of the reactors at Jaitapur in Maharashtra.
Minister of State for Prime Minister's Office (PMO) Jitendra Singh told the Rajya Sabha that "both the governments noted that satisfactory progress had been made in pursuance of
the Industrial Way Forward Agreement in 2018 between NPCIL and EDF and adopted the status of progress for implementation.“
He said this in a written reply to a question in the Upper House. Singh handles the DAE, which comes under the PMO.
Contd. on the next page…
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BEST will also give special emphasis on electricity charging facilities for e-vehicles and has fixed a subsidised rate
of Rs 6 per unit. Sources said rates are expected to drop for BEST industrial and commercial users in the next
fiscal.
RETL was granted a Category IV trading license to trade in electricity in India in June 2004. The company changed its name in September 2004 from Reliance Energy Trading Private
Ltd to Reliance Energy Trading Ltd. Later, in August 2005, its license was upgraded to Category I. Exactly ten years later, in September 2015, the commission downgraded the
license to Category IV.
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The agreement was exchanged on March 10 last year by the then DAE secretary Sekhar Basu and EDF Chairman Jean
Bernard Levy in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron in New
Delhi.
Responding to another question in Rajya Sabha, Singh stated that the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is
planning to set up space galleries in various locations of the country.
"The space galleries are expected to disseminate knowledge about space science and technology amongst the
citizens of the country. The gallery will consist of interactive methods/models describing the principles of space
science and technology," he added.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/india-france-making-satisfactory-progress-on-nuclearpact-govt/67369107

Air pollution killed 12.4 lakh people in India last year: Report
The report said that 12.4 lakh deaths in India in 2017 were due to air pollution, which included 6.7 lakh deaths due
to outdoor particulate matter air pollution and 4.8 lakh deaths due to household air pollution.
Over half of the deaths due to air pollution were in persons less than 70 years of age,” it said.
The report added that with 18 per cent of the global population, India suffered 26 per cent of premature mortality
and health loss attributable to air pollution, globally.
The average life expectancy in India would have been 1.7 years higher if the air pollution level was less than the
minimal level causing health loss, with the highest increases in Rajasthan (2.5 years), Uttar Pradesh (2.2 years), and
Haryana (2.1 years).
“In 2017, 77 per cent population of India was exposed to ambient particulate matter PM2.5 above 40 μg/m3, the recommended limit by the National Ambient Air Quality Standards,”
the report said.
According to the report, the mean ambient particulate matter PM2.5 annual exposure of 90 μg/m3 in India in 2017 was one of the highest in the world. And the highest PM2.5
exposure level was in Delhi, followed by Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Haryana.
Contd. on the next page…
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New Delhi: One in every eight deaths in India was due to air pollution in 2017, according to a recent report by
medical journal Lancet.
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While the proportion of households using solid fuels has been improving in India, 56 per
cent of the population still used solid fuels in 2017. “This proportion was higher in the
less developed states with over two-thirds of the population in most Empowered Action
Group
states
using
solid
fuels
for
cooking,”
the
report
said.
The disability-adjusted life year (DALY) rates, due to household air pollution, varied 145fold among Indian states in 2017, and varied sixfold for outdoor particulate matter air
pollution.
“The DALYs attributable to air pollution in India in 2017 for major non-communicable
diseases, which included chronic obstructive lung disease, ischemic heart disease, stroke,
diabetes and lung cancer, were at least as high as those attributable to tobacco use,” the
report added.

Increasing public and policy attention to the control of air pollution in India is encouraging,
which needs to be sustained for effective interventions.
“The Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana launched in May 2016 has achieved its target of
distributing LPG to 50 million poor households in August 2018, the target that was originally
set for March 2019. The target has now been increased to reach 80 million households
through this scheme,” the ICMR-Lancet report said.
Systematic and sustained efforts are needed to address the variety of sources contributing
to air pollution.

Subscription to SEEM NEWS is free for members and non-members

Way forward

Also, variations between the states in the exposure to outdoor and indoor air pollution should be taken into account while planning policies and interventions to reduce this
exposure and its health impact.

Sunil Dahiya, senior campaigner, Greenpeace India said “...not even a single person breathes air quality below WHO safety limit of 10 µg/m3 and only 23 per cent people across the
country breathe air quality below Indian standard of 40 µg/m3.”
He added that the numbers only point that we cannot afford not acting on reducing air pollution in an aggressive time-bound targeted manner.
Contd. on the next page…
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The report titled “The impact of air pollution on deaths, disease burden, and life expectancy across the states of India: the Global Burden of Disease Study 2017” was released today
by the Indian Council of Medical Research.
Sourcehttps://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/coal/air-pollution-killed-12-4-lakh-people-in-india-last-year-report/66971143

BMW mulls converting hybrids to electric only mode in polluted cities
LOS ANGELES: BMW said it can force its hybrid cars switch to an electric-only mode in heavily polluted innercity areas, helping its vehicles compete with pure battery-driven rivals as a raft of cities seek to create
emissions-free zones.
"The car switches off the combustion engine automatically," BMW's board member for development, Klaus
Froehlich, told Reuters at the Los Angeles Auto Show.
Because of BMW vehicles' connectivity and navigation systems, its cars can be converted to automatically
disable engines, Froehlich said, adding that the new X5 sports utility vehicle has an operating range of 80
kilometers in electric-only mode.

A global clampdown on vehicle pollution in the wake of Volkswagen's 2015 diesel emissions cheating scandal
has prompted cities including London, Paris and Stuttgart to consider bans of combustion engine vehicles.
But customers have shied away from buying electric cars because of a lack of charging infrastructure, making hybrids a more attractive option for now.
Such a vehicle could be very important in regions such as Europe, where most drivers do not own multiple cars for different uses, he said.
Germany's highest administrative court in February ruled cities could ban diesel vehicles from some streets in order to improve air quality.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/power/bmw-mulls-converting-hybrids-to-electric-only-mode-in-polluted-cities/66865846

Greenhouse gas emissions gap wider than ever: UN report
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BMW is currently demonstrating the technology to local authorities in German cities which may be forced to
ban heavily polluting diesel cars as a way to meet European Union clean air rules.

PARIS: Global greenhouse gasemissions in 2030 could be between 13 billion and 15 billion tonnes more than the level needed to keep global warming within 2 degrees Celsius this
century, a United Nations report estimated on Tuesday.

The ninth annual UN EnvironmentProgramme (UNEP) report analysed the impact of countries' emissions cut targets and policies, and whether they are enough to limit global
average temperature rise to a safer threshold below 2C.
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The assessment comes a few days before a UN climate conference starts in Poland from Dec. 2-14. The talks will produce a
"rule book" on how to implement the 2015 Paris Agreement which aims limit the rise in global temperatures to between 1.5
and 2 degrees Celsius.
UNEP said annual greenhouse gas emissions reached a record high of 53.5 billion tonnes in 2017 after three years of
decreases. They are not seen peaking by 2030, let alone by 2020.
However, emissions in 2030 will need to be around 25 percent and 55 percent lower than last year to put the world on track
to limit global warming to 2 degrees and 1.5 degrees Celsius respectively, the report said.
"Increased emissions and lagging action means the gap figure for this year's report is larger than ever," the report said.
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current climate policies are seen lowering emissions by up to 6 billion tonnes by 2030, implying global warming of around
3C by 2100, with warming continuing afterwards.
"If the emissions gap is not closed by 2030, it is very plausible that the goal of a well below 2C temperature rise increase is also out of reach," the report said.
To keep warming below 2C, countries must triple their current efforts. For the more ambitious target of 1.5C, countries must raise ambitions by five times.

Analysis and review of progress against pledges from countries to reduce their emissions under the Paris Agreement, so-called Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), showed
they were insufficient.
Added impetus came last month in a report by the UN's Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) which said that keeping the Earth's temperature rise to 1.5 degrees
Celsius would require rapid and unprecedented changes.
"If the IPCC report represented a global fire alarm, this report is the arson investigation," UNEP deputy executive director Joyce Msuya said in a statement.
"The science is clear; for all the ambitious climate action we have seen - governments need to move faster and with greater urgency. We are feeding this fire while the means to
extinguish it are within reach," he added.
Institutions such as city, state and regional governments; companies; investors; higher education and civil society organisations are increasingly committing to climate action and are
an important element in achieving global emissions goals.
Although estimates on the emissions reduction potential vary, some 19 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (GtCO2e) could be reduced by their actions by 2030. This would
be enough to close the 2C gap, the report said.
Source: https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/coal/greenhouse-gas-emissions-gap-wider-than-ever-un-report/66841389
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Currently, the world's 20 biggest economies, the G20, are collectively not on track to meet their 2030 pledges, UNEP said.
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